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"ou all , in whom is flowing +thc Khmer bleod,

stond up agsinst  the Fronch colonislists for
the Liberty and Indcpendanco of the Fathorland (M
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DECLARATION OF IIDEPRIDEICE QF FREE Cd
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"All men are born cqual in rights. They g
the Creator with certgin unaliensble rights
viclate, among which arc the right to live, 4
frec and to reslise Happine

Since 87 years, however, the French colon
the clogk of diffusing thelr "eiviligation' ,
our country, massacred our compatriots , opprd
ploited our people, violated our shrinecs . Thg
inhuman acte arc innumersble .

Iv PQLITICS, gince the signature of thg
treaty of 1803, the French colonialists have
themselves all the power In intermal and oxteq
in military as well as in finanelal ficlds ,°
spare us ovan the least DEMOCRATIC LIBERTY .

Not ' satigficd omough with the molt b
applicd to our country ,* the Franch colonigli
slayed our nationsl hcerocs,” such-as PAKUMBO
treachcerously assassinatod our pstriots ,
the Vencrable Pricst ACHARHEMCHIRJ nor His
Prince YOUTELVONG end lastly YOUKOHIS,

During the Firsgt and Seccond World Wars sn
Franco~Victnamese War, the Fronch colonislicts
enrolled thoussnds of our young compatriots

n
S8

’
gp
Ro

thelr cannon fodder in the battleficlds of Fra

China .
The vhole Khmer Nation dis detemined to 1

its morel forceg, lives and propertics, in ord
the foundastions of its INDEPENDEICE and its LI
- THE PROVISIONAL CEVTRAL COMMITTEE FOR NAT]
ION calls upon all compatriots to stand up, mne
rich and poor , young and old , without dig
religious balief or political affilistion.
You all, in whom is flowing the Kamer blod

against the Fronch jcolonialists for the LIBERT

PHIDENCE of tho Fatherland !
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Thosc who have gung, use your guns j

Those who have swords, usc your swords;

Thosc who have neither guns nor swords, arm yoursclves
with bamboo sticks.

: Evoryone migt strive to fight the French colonialists
with the spirit of GREAT NATIONAL UNION in order to save
the Fatherland .

Tn the name of Justice and for their own interests, we
also appeal to all Chincsc and Victnamese nationals
living on thce Kamer soil , to join with us in our struggle
sgaingt the French imperialists . The 1iboration of our
torritory will be also the liberation of their rights and
intercsts .

Tho nationgl and intomational situstions are morce than
ever favourable to our causc.

The barbarous French aggrossowrs shall be defeated 4

Vietory can only bc ours |

April 19th, 1950,
THE PROVISIONAL CEJTRAL COMMITTEE FOR
NATIOWAL LIBERATION OF FREE CAMBODIA.*
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"The Leotian People closely unite with

- The Peoples of Vietnam and Cambodis to
exterminate their common enomy -French
imperialists j

~ Peoples of the world to defend lasting
Peace, "

e it e e e M T e e o i g
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PATHET LAO formerly- known as LADS, is onc of the three
Stetos forming the Indochinese Paninsula wherq it occupies’
an important strategic position. Tt borders on China in
tho North, Thailagnd in tho Wegt, Cambodia.in. the South and
Vict-Ngm in the East. '

The People -

This country,with an arca of 214,000 square kilometres,
has a population of 3,000,000, composed of 20 nationalities.
Tts three main nationalitics are @

- The LAO numbering 700,000 3
- The KiA (Waite LAO) numbering 300,000 ;
- The MED sbout 180,000 .

The Leotisn society is composcd of the following

classes ¢ o

- An aristocracy of scveral thousand people 3

- A considerable number of Buddhist Monks 1living on
charities '

- Tho Peagent Class, forming the majority of the
Lsotian people .

The Wrking Class docs not exist in this underdevelop-
od agricultural country which has no industry.

Itg Economy .=

The main feature of the Laotien cconomy is sclfeguffi-
cimey with predominance of smsllor peasants and vestiges
of sorfdom end tribal rogimes. LAOS has rural and urban
handierafts, the latter is dependent on French cconomy in
LAaoS.

Undor the French Domingbion .-

Since their occupation of LAOS in 1893, Franch imper-
joliste have constantly kept its economy in a state of
backwardncss and maintained its people under the double
yoke of Imperialism and FPoudalism, ,

Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R007100600009-2
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.L_O Franch have exploited eud oppregrod the Lootian
pooplc? in the most savage menmor, robbing thay of £11 {lwov'r
mato::ﬂlc:il resources; foreibly drafting thom dnto thg A‘ﬁn;;r
d?prlv:m.g thom of all froodoms including froodoms of oorﬂmui
nlcai.;igz} and opinion. The French Imporiglists |also ;oug}:t
to qlvmo ‘Pho Lsotian people among thamsclves !and set tl;om
against neighbouring peoples of Vict-Nam gnd ambodia, 95%
of ti_lo.Laotlan preople were illitorste and liv in u.nl;oalth
conditions. To weaken tham materially and mor 1y, the v
French imperiglists opencd brothcels, gambling | d’opium
dens in all Laotian towns and cities. ) i&ﬁ '

Uprisings .- |

i
_ Despite French imperislists! atiampts to bamouf

their prgiatory policy in LAOS, thay haso fail«?m%g‘ézizive
the Laotian peovle as to their resl intentions| Ever sinece
the French occupation of L&OS, the Laotian peoople have
r;opoatcdly :?iscn up to .oppose imporisglist domination, The
first uprising took place in SARAVANE (South L4&0S) in 1901
- olght years after the Franch oceupation of PATHET LaO -
Under the leadership of the groat patriot PHOK|BA DUOT, Laotian
man, women and childron armed with barboo speays and knives
broke into Fronch garrisons. The rovolt was savagely ropro;ss..
EI%OEYBEISU giench Imperlelists who captured and lexecuted

In 1918, a sccond upheaval started unde > leadc
ship of PATGHAT with the gim of opposing therF er?cljﬂ:cifqgiit-
atlm:l for.tb_e purpose of foocding thoeir war agaihst Germany.
The Jn?per}alists sprcad rumours that the uprisi g of that
MEO Minority aimod at attacking the L& Poople gnd not the
French &iministration snd used Viotnemesc and Chmbodism
troops to put down the revolt, PATGHAT yas latelr mirdered
by an agent of Fronch imperiglists .

}n 19@8, Fronch invaders also roprossged anl:ﬂ_l organig-
od and leadorless revolt of the KHA (White Laot'an)Minority

Tn 1937, ANG KD and his brothor, AUNG KIUMMADAM, 1od
a furﬂ'zor_ rovolt from the Bolovens Toblo-Land (South L;o;).
Th'e lf‘rcncil Imperialists usod hundrods of clephants and tens
of airplancs to ropross the upricen magsscs. Botdh AUNG KD
and AUNG KHUMMADAM, were captured and killod by%tho Franch,
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A son of KUUMMADAM, SITIAUN FEUIILADAM, Zmprigoncd by the
Fronch in 1937, is now leading the Laotian peoplc's
gtuggle in South Laos .

Tn 1935-36, the rovolutionery movement was carried on
by youth orgenisations which wont sbout under various names.
These orgenisations had trained a number of cadres for the
prosent Liberation struggle in Laos. When the French-Sism-
csc hogtilitics broke out in 1940, a number of Laotian
youths crosged into Thailand to organisc _.armqi " struggle
againgt the French., The Laotian people, like the pcoples
of Vietelam snd Cambodia, also organiscd armed resistance
against the Jepanesc Fascists after unconditional surrender
of tho French Administration .

Revolutionaw.Rising Tide Of Lao Peoplo o=

In 1945, nationgl salvotion organisations developed
throughout the country, with the participation of large
nurbers of Vietnamose nationals in Laos, Whon the Japanese
Faceists surrenderod to the Allics, these organisations
forcibly occupicd town of SAVANNAKHET in Central Laos.
Revolutionary movement soarcd up. At the end of August 1945,
the Laotisn patriot, Prince SOUPHANOUWONG, sct up an Inde~
pendont Lao Committec. On Scptomber 1st of the samc yoar,
Promior PHETSARATH(#) of Laos issucd a statement waring the
French imperialists not to interfere in tho int?rnal affairs

" of Laos. On Scptamber 15th, Premicr FHETSARATH issued an-
othor statomont declaring Lacs to be a united country, abo=-
1ighing arbitrary division into North and South Lgos imposed
by the French imperielists. Meamhile in J?hohNorthom
Cepital of LUANGPRABANG, the French imperialists ;_)res‘fsec'l
Prince TIAO SAVANG, son of King SISAVANVONG, to dismiss
Promicr PHETSARATH and to declare that Laos was gtill a
French protectorate. . .

This treachorous act of the Franch imperiglists and
their puppets provoked a wave of r}ation—wido protest. The
people of VIENTIANE Arca rOsc up I arliS, the Resistance
Provisional Government of Laos was sct up emd Lac:s‘ s Inde-
pendence was proclaimed on October 12th - which is now the
Nationagl Day of PATHET LAO . '

(#) Fldor brother of Prince SOUPH ANOUWONG, |
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e Resistance Hor .-
From March to Junc 1946, the French impenialists, with
the support of British and Australisn "dizavmgment? troops
invadod Laos for the gecond time. On larch _ldt, the Frc*fchl
troops ro-antering the town of THAKEEK (Contral Laos), killed
thousends of Laotisn people. The armcd strugglle for liberst-
ion of Leos began and quickly expandod throughout the coun-
try. Due to savage roprisals of the Pranch imperialists, the
Lootian Provisional Government crossed into Tiailand and
orgeniscd mass cvacuation of the Laotian popullstion. Othor
Laotians along the Viet-Ham border set up a Liboration Com-
mittee and carriod on patriotic activitiecs in Bastermn Laos.
The French imperiglists carried out barbalic reprieals
sgainst rcligious peaceful poople of Lgos. They knocked down
Buddhist shrincs and uged their bricks snd tilps to build
fortifications, used Laotian peoplc as cannon fodder and
playcd on the 1lifc of young poople. Thoy throw Laotian youth
from running trucks +to the ground, bcheaded thom, threw
children into rivers and committed othor vicidus crimes
against the Laotian pecople .
The amed struggle of the Laotign people, |which slowed
down for somc time in esrly years of French rotoccupation,
flarcd up again in 1948. It is gaining strongth oven in
amemy-oceupicd arecas, along comminication lines snd in pros-
perous parts of the country .
Patriotic organisations in Laos nou incldde :
- The Leotian People's Liberation Assodiation 3
- The Leotian Patriots' Assoelation 3
- The Lootian United Amy ;
- The Independent Laos League
- The Leotian Union League g
- The Leotian Patriotic Youth's - Wome!'s - Porson-
ages' - Asgociations . ’
411 thesc organisstions arc mobiliging tho Laotian peo-
ple to Tight against the French imperialists anf wipe out
their puppets and have unmesked tho French-gponpored =
"Laotian Union" and "Democratic Lsos Leaguch.
Under the loadership of the Laotian Resisthnce Provie
slongl Government and patriotic orgenisationg, the Laotian

j

[ %]
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cople arc gbrugeling courageously for the navional liborgt-
ion, Liboratod arcas throughcut Laos are now linked together,
Large numbers of civilians acecpt privations in oxder +to
allowy the Amy to cat their £ill and fight the onemy. Many
of them staycd for three successive days on the front ‘o
carry food and ammumnition for the Army. After each victory,
the population bring pigs and fouls to award the Ay .
Tn liberatod arcas, both production and literacy campaigns
arc going ashead . ‘

With the warm support of the pecople, the Laotian Army

have won groat battles against the French imperialists, par-
ticularly those of XIENG KHO and MUONG MO, where they
inflicted sovere logses on theo cnemy. Due to the increasing
activity of the Laotien Army and following the recemt vic-
tories of the Viet-Nam People's Avmy, the French troops
have withdrswn from many positions in Contral and Northe
wostern Laos .

The Laotian People's Revolution is gaining momentum
day aftor day with incressing participation of all strata
of the population. The official Resistance Government of
Loos has been set up along with the Laotian National United
Front. Under the leadership of this Government, the Laotian
people are sure to win final victory .

~

o

e

Revolutionary Policy of Lagg .~

The National Assembly of PATHET LAO which met towards
the end of October last to decide on the revolutionary -
policy of Laos, noted that the Laotian Revolution is a
people! s liberation revolution, Its fundamental task is to
wnite g1l Leotian people in view of driving out the Fromch
imporislists, eliminating the traitors, opposing the inter-
vention of intemational imperialists, liberating their
Homciand and building up en independent, united and pros-
perous PATHET LAO . )

The French imperislists are direct cnemios of the Lootian
poople. They are exploiting and oppressing the Laotian peo-
ple, depriving them of all freedoms, bringing death and‘
desolation to the country. The only way to get back thelr
independance is to fight the sggressors. In osder
% be victorious, the struggle of the Laotian people must
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Lo a nation-wide and totsl Resipianco. Tho Lbotisn peovlo w
of 21l works of life end political tadiencicp mugt unite |
closcly so as to fulfill their immediste tssk of liberat-
ing thelr Motherland . 3
The Laotian Revolutlon is part of the Ihdochincse Re-
volution, because the encmies of the Laotian!people arc
also common encmics of the Indochinesc neoplbs. The Lao-
tian people must therefore unite with friendly pooples of !
Vict-Ham and Cambodia, so as to wipe out tho|Fronch aggress- |
ors and opposc the intervention of #morican Imperiglists.
Furthermore, by destroying vart of Fran¢h imporislist
forces, the Laotian peoplc and army ave also|weakening the
Gamp of dmperiglism and Lggression. This entitloeos Lesos to
stend in the Anti-Imperialist Damocratic Camp for theo
defence of World Peace.
Parallel with thelr ctwmggle for liberatlon, the Lao-
tian poople are putbting out all thedr offorts to build
thelir nationgl cconomy, t:creby laying the feundations of
a gtrong and prosperous state.
This rcvolutionary policy worked out byl|the Laotian
Hatlonal dssembly and carried out cnthusiasticslly by tie
Laotian people, will undoubtedly bring Viectoly, Indepond-
ence and Happincss to this long-oppresced country.

*® 3
% o
* 17
* =
x =
% o

Pubilighed by the VIEWAM NEWS SERVICE, 90 Chmpbell FA.,
Rangoon (Burme) - Docamber 1950.
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